APPENDIX D
STATEMENT ABOUT INDIAN STATES
MAY 22, 1946
"Prior to the recent statement of the British Prime
Minister in the House of Commons, an assurance was
given to the Princes that there was no intention on
the part of the Crown to initiate any change in their
relationship with the Crown or the rights guaranteed
by their treaties and engagements without their con-
sent It was at the same time stated that the Princes'
consent to any changes which might emerge as a re-
sult of negotiations would not unreasonably be with-
held.
NO BLOCK TO INDEPENDENCE
"The Chamber of Princes has since confirmed that
the Indian States fully share the general desire in the
country for an immediate settlement by India of her
full stature.
"His Majesty's Government have now declared
that, if the succession Government or Governments in
British India desire Independence, no obstacle would
be placed in their way.
"The effect of these announcements is that all
those concerned with the future of India wish her to
attain a position of Independence within or without
the British Commonwealth. The Mission have come
here to assist in resolving the difficulties which stand
in the way of India fulfilling this wish."
"During the interim period, which must elapse
before the coming into operation of a new constitu-
tional structure under which British India will be in-
dependent or fully self-governing, Paramountcy will
remain in operation. But the British Government
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